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The Friends of the Manitous is an incorporated membership organization founded in July of 2006 by former residents of Michigan's North and South Manitou islands. Membership in the organization is open to anyone interested in the islands. 
Working in cooperation with the National Park Service, we help discover, document and disseminate factual information about the human history and cultural traditions of the people who lived on North and South Manitou Islands during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Island residents evolved from the original entrepreneurs who carried on logging operations to fuel early Great Lakes steamboats, to immigrant settlers, homesteading farmers, the historic U.S. Life Saving Service and U.S. Lighthouse Service, to the Islands' final residents. The Department of Interior (NPS) acquired the islands in the early 1970’s as part of the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore.
The national park currently hosts some 1.2-million visitors each year, thousands of whom make the trip to the islands to enjoy hiking and camping experiences in a uniquely peaceful and historic setting, and learn about the important role these islands played in Great Lakes maritime history.  Since its inception the Friends have served the visiting public by providing educational services and resources, and by helping to preserve publicly-owned historic and cultural assets:

(1) Members have authored, collected and compiled island-related personal oral histories, anecdotal information and other facts about the islands, for publication in the Friends’ newsletter. The free newsletter is published every four months (March, July and November) and distributed within the national park, and by mail to members and interested third parties. The newsletters are also archived on the Friends’ web site, providing an interesting and useful source for scholars and anyone else seeking information about Michigan’s Manitou Islands.

(2) Members have collected and identified physical artifacts such as personal effects abandoned as families left the islands, antique farm implements and tools, and historic U.S.L.S.S. and U.S.C.G. uniforms. These have been donated to the National Park Service for exhibits in the Lakeshore, or permanently loaned to the nearby Leelanau Historical Society and Museum.

(3) The Friends has assisted the Lakeshore through the donation of money for materials and supplies and by providing hands-on volunteer labor for use in stabilizing and restoring physical assets and resources on the Islands. These include former Coast Guard facilities (Lifesaving Stations, boathouses and Lighthouse), village homes, outlying farmsteads, a one-room schoolhouse and historic cemeteries and burial places.

(4) Members have further assisted the National Park Service in interpreting the islands for visitors by serving as volunteers in Island visitor centers and exhibit areas, providing tours of the South Manitou Island Lighthouse complex, serving as guides and interpreters on island motor tours and funding exhibit trunks used by NPS lecturers at public schools and other institutions

(5) The Friends has undertaken the transcribing of government-published studies containing educational reference material about the islands and the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. These definitive, but costly reports are now available in “eBook” format on the Friends’ web site, and can be viewed and downloaded by the general public without charge.

Friends of the Manitous is an all-volunteer organization, having no paid staff. Funding is provided by member contributions, donations from the general public and grants from government and from other nonprofit organizations. Revenue currently averages $4,500 annually, all of which is allocated to operations. The Friends has no investments or hard assets. For the purposes of this application, the Friends’ activities are summarized below, with estimated percentages of resource (cost and volunteers’ time) allocation.

35%
- Volunteer services (general maintenance, building restoration, interpretation)


20%
- Newsletter editing, publication and distribution


15%
- Research of historical and cultural information


15%
- Administration (meetings, correspondence, accounting, records keeping)


5%
- friendsofthemanitous.org web site (webmaster functions, content, email)


5%
- Authoring, printing and distributing booklets and articles for free distribution to the public

5%
- Annual meeting and other membership events
Note: In Revenue Ruling 68-307, 1968-1 C.B. 258 (copy attached), the IRS held that a nonprofit organization formed to help the National Park Service improve and expand its educational and scientific programs qualifies for exemption from Federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code. 
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