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13a re: Do you or will you make grants, loans or other distributions to organizations(s)? If “Yes”, answer lines 13b through 13g. If “No”, go to line 14a.
13b re: Describe how your grants, loans or other distributions to organizations further your exempt purposes.

From time to time the Friends of the Manitous provides small grants to the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore (NPS) and other exempt nonprofit organizations serving the Lakeshore. Such grants are used by these other organizations to accomplish purposes on North or South Manitou Islands that are clearly within the scope of our exempt purposes, as defined in our Articles of Incorporation (see attached long form) and the “Narrative” provided herein. The money is used, it other words, to fun initiatives we could legitimately undertake ourselves, but where management by some other entity proves more effective or convenient.
For example, the park Superintendent might determine that a roof repair needed to preserve the integrity of a historic structure should, for safety reasons, be completed by their own maintenance team, rather than by a volunteer crew, inviting the Friends to participate by paying for the necessary materials. The preservation of historic buildings on the islands for future generations of the public to appreciate is within the scope of our exempt purposes.
13d re: Identify each recipient organization and any relationship between you and the recipient organization.

· Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore (NPS), Empire, MI

· Friends of Sleeping Bear Dunes, Traverse City, MI

· Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear, Empire, MI

The two nonprofits listed above are organized as 501(c)3 public charities, with purposes similar to the Friends of the Manitous in service to the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. Other than that, there is no relationship between our organizations. Board members of the Friends of the Manitous are not, under the bylaws, permitted to serve on the board of any other organization with a similar mission.
13e re: Describe the records you keep with respect to the grants, loans or other distributions you make.

Small grants are approved by vote of the board of directors. The initial solicitation and the approval of funding therefore appear in the permanent record as board meeting minutes. Grants are paid after recipients provide a “Remittance Request” report, either upon the commencement or the completion of their project, indicating exactly how the funding will be or was used. A copy of the form is provided on the following page. 
13fii re: Do you require a grant proposal? If “Yes”, describe whether the grant proposal specifies your responsibilities and those of the grantee, obligates the grantee to use the grant funds only for the purposes for which the grant was made, provides for periodic written reports concerning the use of grant funds, requires a final written report and an accounting of how grand funds were used, and acknowledges your authority to withhold and/or recover grant funds in case such funds are, or appear to be, misused.

Small grants are solicited by NPS by letter, or by the Lakeshore’s annual “wish list”, a digest of needs considered urgent, but not fundable within the constraints of NPS budgets. Small grants are solicited by the other nonprofits by letter, or verbally in the context of Friends of the Manitous board meetings. In every case it is understood by both parties that the money will be spent for the purposes it was originally intended to pay for, as defined on the Friends of the Manitous “Remittance Request” form.
Friends of the Manitous responsibilities are generally limited to paying the grant in a timely manner when this form has been properly completed and submitted. This is a small community involving a national park and its nonprofit “partners”. Communications between the parties is such that formal provisions for oversight during such projects, by physical inspection or the submission of written progress reports, are generally not considered necessary or appropriate.
There have been no provisions in connection with small grants to withhold payment or recover funds in the event misuse is proven or suspected. The use of the “Remittance Request” form, which includes a certification that funds have been or will be properly applied, serves to preclude this eventuality. In the event that grant funds were, at some time, misappropriated, recourse would simply be a refusal to participate financially in such projects in the future.
13g re: Describe your procedures for oversight of distributions that assure you the resources are used to further your exempt purposes, including whether you require periodic and final reports on the use of resources.
Please see above (notes for item 13fii) regarding oversight during the term of small grants. Final review of completed small grant projects is a routine board function, with final conclusions formally recorded in minutes of board meetings.
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