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1b re: In carrying out your exempt purposes, do you provide goods, services or funds to organizations? If “Yes”, describe each program that provides goods, services, or funds to organizations.
From time to time the Friends of the Manitous provides small grants to the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore (NPS) to help support the cost of maintenance activities involving historic and cultural assets on North Manitou Island and South Manitou Island. These funds are usually granted upon special request by the Lakeshore, in amounts ranging from $250 to $650. Payments are usually made directly to the Lakeshore, but are occasionally made directly to vendors for materials and supplies ordered by the Lakeshore.
Similar small grants have also been provided on occasion to other nonprofits for island-related maintenance and preservation projects. The organizations are Friends of Sleeping Bear Dunes and Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear, both of which are 501(c)3 exempt organizations serving the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. These small grants range from $500 to $1,750. Payments are made directly to the Treasurer of these organizations.

By special agreement, the Friends of the Manitous has on occasion supported the cost of a seasonal ranger hired by the Lakeshore for interpretive purposes on the islands. “Island Interpreters” provide general information to arriving island visitors, special lectures for visiting groups, and guided tours of South Manitou Island’s historic lighthouse station. The cost of this program is $8,500 per season, with payment made directly to the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore.
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